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SPOKANE POLICE DEPARTMENT
ADDITIONAL REPORT
DATE/TIME: 10/27/07 CASE NO.:  07-808376

CHARGE/INCIDENT: EXTORTION

FURTHER INVESTIGATION SGT. JOE PETERSON 076

On 10/27/07 at 0815 hours | was contacted by Lt. McGovern who requested that
I respond to the Public Safety Building for a briefing reference an extortion.

At 0900 hours | was briefed by Lt. McGovern and Major Roberts.

At 1000 hours | contacted Det. Burbridge and requested that he assist in this
case. Det. Madsen had been assigned this case on 10/26/07 and was also

present.

At 1215 hours Det. Madsen and | contacted Gl ot |
L B Also present at that address was|
eena Castagna. Det. Madsen had previously interviewed .
this time told JEEEthat he had follow up questions to that interview. Both Deena
Castagna and | were present when Det. Madsen told [iiiililiithat he was not under
arrest, not in custody and no matter what happened would not be arrested on this
date. Det. Madsen did say we were investigating a crime which would be
forwarded to the Prosecutors Office. [l agreed to speak with us. The
interview was conducted on the outdoor back deck of the residence. Although
Deena Castagna came out onto the deck several times to speak wit nd
to ask him if he was sure he wanted to continue the interview, she was not

present for the majority of the questioning.

the option of having his interview recorded either by
video or by audio tape recording and Cody declined, saying he was more
comfortable talking us without being recorded.

The interview was concluded at 1412 hours. Det. Madsen ha
elephone during the interview. Det. Madsen told
seizing the telephone as evidence and requested search consent from| |10
obtain the information in the telephone. agreed and signed a search
waiver consent card.

Det. Madsen and | left that residence at 1416 hours.

At 1525 hours Det. Madsen and | attempted to make contact a
which is the residence of Joey Castagna. No one answered the door and a card

was left requesting that Det. Madsen be called.
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CHARGE/INCIDENT: EXTORTION

FURTHER INVESTIGATION SGT. JOE PETERSON 076

At 1915 hours Det. Burbridge and | drove by and observed there
were no lights on inside the residence. We did observe here was a subject
inside the closed business of Dolly’s Café. There were also no lights on in the
business. | parked my vehicle in a location to observe the restaurant and after
approximately five minutes observed a male subject leave through the front door
of the restaurant. Det. Burbridge and | contacted the subject who identified
himself as Brandon Burchell. | was aware that Burchell had not been honest with
Det. Madsen on 10/26/07 and therefore detained him for further questioning.
Due to the fact that my vehicle is an unmarked undercover vehicle with no shield,
Burchell wasfii transportation to the Public Safety Building.

Bplaced in an interview

In the Major Crimes Unit, Burchell was (i
as present when Det

room. At 1930 hours | accompanied Det. Madse and

This interview was concluded at 2030

FURTHER INVESTIGATION

SGT. JOE PETERSON 076
Major Crimes Unit
10/27/07 sc
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SPOKANE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ADDITIONAL REPORT
DATE/TIME: 10/28/07 CASE NO.:  07-808376
CHARGE/INCIDENT: EXTORTION
FURTHER INVESTIGATION DET. TIM MADSEN 366

On 10/28/07 at approximately 1100 hours | telephoned Rich rd Curtis
asked me what said had happened. | told Curtis
that Curtis said he would give 1,000 for allowing Curtis to perform
“bareback” sex on the suspect. also said Curtis gav
his billfold as collateral until Curtis paid the $1,000.

It should be noted that Curtis had previously denied offering [ T any
money for sex. He also previously denied having unprotected anal sex
(bareback) with swhen | had interviewed Curtis on 10/27/07 over the

phone.

Curtis told me that he believed he had been slipped some type of drug because
he does not have a clear recollection of the activities that evening. Curtis first
said he thought i was lying about Curtis giving [ B his billfold
and the bareback sex. Curtis then stated he was so out of it he really didn’t know
what happened.

| asked Curtis why he had been in Spokane on 10/26/07. Curtis stated he was
here on business. | asked Curtis what kind of business and Curtis said he had
talked to his attorney who had advised Curtis not to talk to me any further. Curtis
stated he did not want to be impolite but thought | had better talk to his attorney.
Curtis said he did not understand why anything further was being done on this
case and he felt like he was being treated as the suspect.

| asked Curtis who his attorney was and he stated he could not find the business
card and he could not recall his attorney’s name. | told Curtis once he found his
attorney’s name and information he could leave it on my voice mail.

On 10/28/07 | was reviewing the phone log on cell phone. |
only saw one e ing a phone number with a . The phone
number was [ The call was an incoming call dated 10/24/07. This
would be the same area code as Richard Curtis’ cell phone. The phone number
i han any number Curtis had given me. | called the phone number,
ing to Steven Easterly 83.
? He also said he did not know

had borrowed his cell phone to
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ADDITIONAL REPORT
DATE/TIME: 10/28/07 CASE NO..  07-808376
CHARGE/INCIDENT: EXTORTION
FURTHER INVESTIGATION DET. TIM MADSEN 366

Steven Easterly told me that he resided at | in Spokane, WA.
The reason his cell phone had a 360 area code was because he had moved to
Spokane from the Vancouver, WA area. Easterly had no knowledge of this

incident.

On 10/28/07 | talked to Leslie “Jo” McBride at the Holiday Gas Station in the
9700 block of N. Division. She gave me a video cassette from the surveillance
cameras for 10/26/07. | had her check the time clock and she advised that the
date was correct but the clock was running approximately four minutes faster
than my watch, which showed the correct current time. | placed the video
cassette into property as evidence.

FURTHER INVESTIGATION
DETECTIVE TIM MADSEN 366

Major Crimes Unit
10/28/07 sc

e
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ADDITIONAL REPORT
DATE/TIME: 10/27/07 CASE NO.:  07-808376

CHARGE/INCIDENT: EXTORTION

FURTHER INVESTIGATION DET. TIM MADSEN 366

COMP: RICHARD LYN CURTIS, W

MIR:

On 10/26/07 Lt. Dave McGovern requested that | investigate a possible extortion
involving reported victim Richard Lyn Curtis. Curtis was reportedly a member of
the Washington State House of Representatives. Curtis had sexual relations
with a male while staying at the Davenport Towers, located at 111 S. Post. The
male suspect reportedly stole Curtis’ billfold and was threatening to report their
homosexual activities unless he was paid $1,000.

Lt. McGovern and | met Richard Curtis and Sgt. Ken Wade of the Washington
State Patrol at the Davenport Towers. | was introduced to Curtis and advised
him that | had been assigned to investigate this incident. Curtis stated he only
wanted his wallet back and wanted to keep the incident as low key as possible.

He did not want to pursue charges.

Curtis stated that on 10/26/07 at approximately 0100 hours he drove to the
Hollywood Erotic Boutique at 9611 E. Sprague. While he was there, a white
male with short brown hair, about 5’10 to &', slender with possible stubble on his
face, in his mid to late 20’s, bummed a cigarette from Curtis. He asked Curtis if
Curtis was a cop and asked if he wanted to get together. Curtis said he told the
male he would not pay for sex because that would be prostitution. He told the
male he would give the male $100 to “help him out for gas.” He also gave the
male some cigarettes. He told the male he didn't care if they got together and
had sex or not. Curtis ultimately gave the male his cell phone number of
and told the male to call him if he wanted to get together later. Curtis

did not give the male any money at that time.

Curtis stated while he was in the Hollywood Erotic Boutique, he talked to the
female employee. She gave him her name, Jalene, and phone number of 443-
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4805. Curtis stated that the female could confirm he offered to give the male
$100 to help him out and there should be video inside the Hollywood Erotic
Boutique verifying his contact with the suspect and it may include their
conversation.

Curtis stated he left the Hollywood Erotic Boutique in his white Honda and drove
to Northern Quest Casino. At about 0300 hours he received a call on his cell
phone from the male he had met at the Hollywood Erotic Boutique. The male
asked him if he wanted to get together and they agreed to meet at the Davenport
Towers Hotel. Curtis drove to the Davenport Towers where he met the male
after he saw the male walk away from a blue sedan which was parked outside
the hotel. The male was alone. Curtis did not recall what clothing the male was
wearing and never knew his name. '

Curtis stated both he and the male walked into the lobby together. He told the
male again that he would give the male $100 to help him out but he was not
paying him to have sex. Curtis and the male went up to Curtis’ room, which was
968. Once in the room, Curtis gave the male $100. While they were in the room,
they both had a bottle of Propel fitness water. Curtis and the male ultimately
had anal intercourse on the bed in Curtis' hotel room. The male performed
intercourse on Curtis and the male's semen and/or DNA would be on the inside
of the condom while Curtis' DNA would be on the exterior. Curtis stated he was
the person who received the anal sex.

Curtis stated he went to sleep with the male. Curtis woke up alone a little before
0700 hours and he received a phone call from the male. The male told Curtis he
had Curtis’ wallet and knew he was a state legislator and married. The male
claimed to have taken explicit photos of Curtis while Curtis was asleep. The
male threatened to publicly release this information unless Curtis gave the male
$1.000. Curtis looked for his billfold and discovered it had been taken from his
jacket. Curtis kept his money separate from his bilifold. Inside his billfold
however was his driver's license, business ID and a Bank One credit card in
Curtis’ name. He described his billfold as a bi-fold style, black in color with a

yellow interior.

Curtis stated he agreed to give the male an additional $200 in an envelope, if he
got his wallet back. Curtis stated he went to the front desk and got a Davenport
Hotel envelope from the hotel staff. Curtis waited in the lobby and ultimately
gave the envelope containing $200 to hotel registration staff with a name the
male told him to write on the envelope. He didn't remember the name. A second
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white male picked up the envelope. He described the second white male as
having short brown hair, about the same size as the first white male with a scruffy
mustache. The second white male took the envelope and walked out of the
lobby. He got into the same blue sedan he had seen the first male in the
previous evening. As the vehicle drove away, Curtis wrote down the license

number, Washington license

Curtis stated he talked to a friend in the Washington State Patrol. Curtis said he
wanted the Washington State Patrol to investigate the incident because the local
police would talk and it would get out to the press.

| told Curtis that | wanted to collect evidence in this case so that it could be
secured in case it was ever needed in the future. If he wished no further action
taken, | would still have any critical evidence in case he changed his mind or the
suspect continued to threaten Curtis in the future. [ told Curtis that the
toothpaste was already out of the tube. Curtis told me he was just trying to “put
the cap back on the tube.” I told Curtis that the suspect may victimize other
people in the future and Curtis acknowledged that part of his job was to protect
people in the State of Washington. Lt. McGovern told Curtis no matter what
happened, we would have to document the case in report form regardless of
whether or not the case was prosecuted. Curtis said he wished he would have
just paid the additional money to the suspect because he didn’'t wish the case to
be prosecuted. If the incident became public it could cost him his marriage and

career.

While Lt. McGovern, Sgt. Wade and | were talking to Curtis, Curtis received a
call on his cell phone at 1139 hours. Curtis tipped the phone so that | could hear
the conversation. | heard a male voice telling Curtis he was on his way back into
town and that he wanted Curtis to leave $800 in the last flower pot on the west
side Washington St. Bridge at the far north end. He stated he would be there in
25 minutes to pick up the money. Curtis asked the male how he would get his
billfold back. The male told Curtis that he would drop it off at the front desk of the
hotel lobby after he received the money. Curtis said all the incoming calls from
the suspect on his Blackberry showed as restricted numbers.

Lt. McGovern contacted SIU personnel to conduct surveillance on the specific
flower pot on the Washington St. Bridge Surveillance personnel were also
supplied with Washington li i dtoal
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At 1212 hours a male called Curtis’ cell phone number again, telling Curtis he
should have had plenty of time to get the money. | directed Curtis to stall the
male, giving surveillance units time to set up. | heard the male tell Curtis that he
was going to have a friend pick up the money. After he received his money the
billfold would be dropped off at the hotel. Curtis said the incoming phone calls
showed restricted.

At 1237 hours Lt. McGovern advised me that surveillance personnel were set up
and ready for the victim to drop an envelope off on the bridge. | followed Curtis
to his vehicle and told him to drive directly to the north end of the bridge where
he would be under surveillance. | told Curtis to drop the envelope off, return to
his car and drive directly back to the hotel.

At 1242 hours Curtis called me on my cell phone. He told me that he saw the
first white male walking south bound on the north end of the Washington St.
Bridge toward the park. He said the male was wearing a white colored baseball
shirt but he could not describe the clothing further. | immediately phoned Lt.
McGovern so he could advise surveillance personnel. Lt McGovern also
advised me that Curtis had already dropped off the envelope and was driving
back south bound in his white Honda.

| called Curtis back and he confirmed he had already dropped off the envelope
and he last saw the male walking through the park. | told Curtis to immediately
drive back to his hotel.

Once Curtis returned to the hotel, we went back to room 968 and | continued to
interview him. | read a search consent card to him, which he stated he
understood and signed. Curtis did supply me with a buccal swab/DNA sample in
case it was needed at a later date. Curtis used a buccal swab applicator to swab
the inside of his cheeks, allowing me to collect two samples.

| asked Curtis what physical evidence would be in the hotel room which would
link the suspect to the hotel room. Curtis pointed out a Propel fitness water bottle
in the garbage, a condom wrapper in the garbage and a used condom in the
garbage. | photographed the room and the items prior to their collection. I also
collected the sheets and pillow cases from the bed.

While | was collecting evidence | saw a plastic sack which contained a light grey
length of nylon rope, a plastic doctor’s stethoscope and other items | could not
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immediately identify. Curtis told me they had nothing to do with the sex act and
the suspect had not handled them., Curtis said he did not want to show me those
items in the sack. 1 did not view the items further because Curtis said they had

nothing to do with the case.

The pillow cases, sheets, Propel bottle, condom and condom wrapper were
ultimately placed onto the property book as evidence.

| contacted hotel security officer John Clarke. | told Clarke that | had collected
the sheets and pillow cases from #968 as evidence and the occupant of the room
was the reported victim of a crime.

| was contacted by Lt. McGovern, who advised me that surveillance personnel
had detained a white male who had picked the envelope up on the north end of
the Washington St. Bridge. | drove Curtis to the north end of the bridge in my
vehicle for a show up. | told him the person detained may or may not be involved
in the incident. | asked him if he recognized that person as anyone he had seen
reference this incident. Curtis looked at the male, who was later identified as
Brandon Burchell. Curtis stated he had never seen the male before. |
transported Curtis back to the hotel and returned to the Public Safety Building to

question Burchell.

| arrived at the Public Safety Building where Brandon Dean Burchell was
1in an interview room in the Major Crimes Unit.
told him that | was investigating an extortion complaint and that |

wanted 1o talk to him and get b

not have to talk to me if he didn't want to, he could pick and choose what he

wanted to say and he could stop talking to me at any point in time. | asked him if
he had ever | - d Burchell said he had

Burchell said his name was Brandon Dean Burch

His personal cell number is The service carrier IS
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Burchell first told me that a male he only knew as “Stallion” asked him to pick an
envelope up which would be in the flower pot on the north end of the Washington
St. Bridge. Burchell had never seen Stallion before and only talked to him over
chat lines on the telephone. | told Burchell | did not believe him and what he was
telling me was not credible. Burchell then told me | called
Burchell who was using Joey Castagna’s cell number was
calling from his own cell phone. [iilillitold Burchell to go to the north end of the
Washington St. Bridge and pick up an envelope which a guy would be dropping
off in the flower pot. Burchell figured something illegal was going on, but he did
not know what. Burchell believed [

7 lwould give him money for picking up the
envelope. Burchell walked along North River Dr from Division, west bound to

Washington, south on Washington, saw the envelope and when he picked it up
s Burchell told me he was not going down for

| told Burchell | wanted to verify his story. When Burchel
possessed a cell phone, | 1told him [ would like to turn the phone on an
review the phone call history. He could require me to obtain a search warrant, or
he could give me his permission. | read a search consent waiver card to Burchell
and allowed him to read it also. Burchell signed the search consent waiver card

at 1434 hours.

Burchell's cell phone showed that he had received a phone call from “Joey”,
§ at 1352 hours on 10/26/07.

| told Burchell that he was going to be detained while | attempted to locat
and Joey Castagna.

| called cell number which Burchell told me wa ell number. |
left a message asking contact me. | telephoned Joseph Castagna’s cell
number, | i | talked to a male who identified himself as Joey. Joey told
me he did not know anything about the incident, he had nothing to do with the
incident and he did not know where as. | gave Joey my phone number
and asked him to have il call me as soon as possible.
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| identified

| left a message for Deena Castagna on her cell number
myself and asked her to hav ontact me as soon as possible.

On 10/26/07 Lt. Dave McGovern and | were driving t )
While enroute | received a telephone call

Deena. [ agreed to meet me. LL
Castagna on Electric Ave. in Four Lakes.
| told both Deena and that | was not going to arrest i t that time. 1 told
them that the victim told me he only wanted his property back was crying
and told me that “he humiliated me.”

| told EEEE@that | wanted to get his side of the story, that he was not under arrest
and that he did not have to talk to me if he didn't want to. That if he talked to me
it would be voluntary, he could stop at any time, he could refuse to answer any
question and he could even pick and choose what he wanted to say. |toldg
when | was done talking to him 1 was not going to arrest him at that time and that
the victim just wanted his property back.

He lives at
1s cell phone carrier is

dentified himself as |

tated that on 10/26/07 at approximately 0100 hours he was at an adult
ore in the Spokane Valley, watching porno movies. A white male with
glasses and grey hair, wearing a brown leather jacket, came up to him and asked
him if he wanted to hang out. The male gav a cigarette and his phone
number. BB said he only knew the male as Richard. Richard left an
later called Richard on Richard’s cell phone, which was a long distance phone
number. met Richard at the Davenport Hotel and agreed to go up to
Richard’s room. Richard gave $100 for gas and they agreed to have sex.

said that Richard dressed in women's
lingerie during sex. said he used a condom and performed anal
intercourse on Richard while they were in Richard’s bed. After the sex act was
completed Richard told he wanted to perform “bareback sex” on

tated Richard was a “freak.”

intercourse. Richard wanted
_ he did not like the feel of
did not do that, that he didn’t know Richard

stated that bareback sex i
to perform anal intercourse on
'f told Richard th
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and that “bareback sex” was unsafe sex and was dangerous. Richard asked
“what would it take for you to do it.”

f he would let Richard perform bareback sex o

agreed and Richard performed unprotected anal sex
oke Richard up and asked him

Richard asked
$1,000. B
Richard fell asleep after the intercourse. {17
about the money Richard promised @ Richard stated he did not have any
more money and could not get it at that hour. EEEEI asked Richard for collateral
and Richard gave [i@@his billfold to hold until he received the rest of his money.
left the Davenport with the billfold.

for

 said he called Richard at about 0645 hours and asked for the rest of his
ney. Richard said he didnt have any more money to give him.
admitted he had called Richard and told him to put the rest of the money in an
envelope and leave it on the bridge. would give Richard his bilifold back
after BB got the rest of his money.

aid after he found out that Brandon Burchellg | he

gave
spelling.)
residence of |
and peach colored gift bag. He gave it to Kalani to get rid of.
had looked through the billfold and saw that Richard had iden
he was a member of Congress or something.

stated Kalani had been at This is the
Mike Castagna. The billfold was placed in a purple

dmitted he
which said

i continually cried and said that he believed Richard had tricked him and
never intended to pay him the thousand dollars for unprotected sex.

a dumpster at Augusta/Wall.

I told me Richard’s driver's license was left at the Holiday Gas Station on
395, north of the North Division Y. He had told Richard he left the ID with the
employees so that Richard would have his ID to get money out of the bank.

| told him he could
old

| told hat | would like to have {
require that | obtain a search warrant prior to
me he would willingly | read a search consent wa

nd allowed him to read it as well.
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y business card and told him he was free to go.
placed onto property as evidence.

Lt. McGovern and | drove to Augusta/Wall. The apartment complex located on
the north east corner is [ 00 i Behind the complex was a green
dumpster. | located a purple/peac ored gift bag in the bottom of the
dumpster. Inside the gift bag was a leather wallet with credit cards and
identification belonging to Richard Curtis. The gift bag and billfold with contents
were placed onto property as evidence.

Lt. McGovern advised me that he had driven to the Holiday station and had
recovered Curtis' driver's license from station employees. See. Lt McGoverm's
report for details.  Det. Mark Burbridge contacted station employee Donna
Foster, see Det. Burbridge’s report for further details.

FURTHER INVESTIGATION
DETECTIVE TIM MADSEN 366

Major Crimes Unit
10/27/07 sc
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